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A modern-day Confessions of Saint Augustine, The Seven Storey Mountain is one of the most

influential religious works of the twentieth century. This edition contains an introduction by

Merton&#39;s editor, Robert Giroux, and a note to the reader by biographer William H. Shannon. It

tells of the growing restlessness of a brilliant and passionate young man whose search for peace

and faith leads him, at the age of twenty-six, to take vows in one of the most demanding Catholic

orders--the Trappist monks. At the Abbey of Gethsemani, &quot;the four walls of my new

freedom,&quot; Thomas Merton struggles to withdraw from the world, but only after he has fully

immersed himself in it. The Seven Storey Mountain has been a favorite of readers ranging from

Graham Greene to Claire Booth Luce, Eldridge Cleaver, and Frank McCourt. Since its original

publication this timeless spiritual tome has been published in over twenty languages and has

touched millions of lives.
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Today I delivered a gift copy of this book to a widow, "Grace" whose husband had been my late

father's closest childhood friend. A week earlier, Grace had asked: "Have you ever read Thomas

Merton's SEVEN STOREY MOUNTAIN? I read it in 1953; and found it very moving. I'd love to find a

copy and read it again."When I presented her with a new copy of this edition, I asked if I could read

aloud my favorite passage (early in the book) concerning Thomas Merton's `little brother' John Paul

(five years younger) who, like his older brother was a French-born, American citizen.Late in the

book Thomas Merton tells us how John Paul was compelled early in WWII to join the Royal



Canadian Air Force (and trained right here in Manitoba! John Paul Merton had been flying bombing

runs over a real sandy desert on the prairie just outside nearby Camp Shilo, where today's

Canadian Artillery Officers still train. My late father was flown at Canadian Army expense each year,

late in life, to address the graduating officers at that camp: Small world!)Just before leaving for

overseas, John Paul flew to see his older brother Thomas and, not incidentally, be Baptized, and

welcomed into the Catholic faith. Then he left for England (and was killed in action the next year,

when his RAF bomber went down over the English Channel).His death provides the moving

culmination to this book - bringing the reader `full circle' from the moment (back on page 25) when

Thomas Merton introduces us to John Paul. (What follows is the passage that moves me to tears

when I read it aloud to a friend.
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